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IN  REMEMBRANCE  — 
Cary  (left)  and  Edith 
Holland,  long-term  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  light  memorial  candles 
on  January  12  at  the  old 
National  Guard  Armory  in 
Gulfport  for  the  10  home- 
owners  who  passed  away 
while  North  Carolina  Baptist 
volunteers  were  restoring 
their  homes  devastated  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  The  North 
Carolinians  are  wrapping  up 
their  long-term  operations 
on  the  coast,  nearly  two- 
and-a-half  years  after  Katrina 
came  ashore.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


bade  farewell  to  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast, 
where  they  have  worked  and  ministered 
since  Hurricane  Katrina  came  ashore  nearly 
two-and-a-half  years  ago. 

Headquartered  in  the  old  National 
Guard  Amory  in  Gulfport  during  their  stay, 
North  Carolina  Baptists  provided  over 
30,000  volunteers  and  more  than  1.5  mil¬ 
lion  hours  of  labor,  prepared  575,000  meals, 
repaired  716  homes,  and  saw  over  420  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith. 

At  a  special  Rebuild  Celebration  at  the 
Armory  on  January  12,  North  Carolina 
Baptist  on-site  coordinator  Eddie  Williams 
told  the  Gulfport  residents  in  attendance, 
"We  wanted  to  invite  you  here  to  say  thank 
you.  Thanks  for  helping  us  with  the  task 
God  put  before  us.  We're  going  to  miss  you 
guys,  but  you'll  always  be  in  our  hearts." 

^Ifs  not  about  the  bricks  and  mortar; 
it's  about  the  lives  that  have  been 
changed,"  he  said. 

Milton  HoIHfield,  executive  director- trea¬ 
surer  of  die  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina,  read  from  Exodus  3.  "God  said,  'I 
am  aware  of  the  misery  of  the  people.'  We 
need  to  remind  people  that  God  knows  and 
God  cares.  That's  why  He  sent  Jesus  Christ" 

"The  way  we  worked  together  hand  in 
hand,  God  did  more  than  we  could  imag¬ 
ine,"  said  Richard  Brunson,  director  of 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Men. 

Referring  to  Matthew  4:18-22,  Brunson 
said,  "The  disciples  left  the  comfort  of  their 
homes  and  families  to  follow  Jesus.  North 
Carolina  Baptists  left  the  comfort  of  their 
homes  and  jobs  to  come  here  for  two  years 
(in  the  name  of  Jesus)." 

As  a  parting  gift  from  North  Carolina 
Baptists,  Brunson  presented  Gulfport  Mayor 
Brent  Wan;  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport,  with  checks  totaling  $60,000  for 
various  public  projects  around  Gulfport. 

"Work  that  you  can't  hire  people  to 
do.  North  Carolina  Baptists  came  in  and 
did  it  perfectly.  It's  a  bittersweet  situa- 


AS  WE  GO  —  Richard  B 
of  North  Carolina,  presents 
of  First  Church,  Gulfport 


Riqhacd  Brunson  (left),  Baptist  Men  Director  for  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
,  presents  checks  totaling  560,000  to  Gulfport  Mayor  Brent  Wlarr,  a  member 
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in  the  Armory  since  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the  Coast  nearly  two-and-a-half  years  ago,  are 
completing  their  time  on  the  Coast  and  heading  home.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


tion  to  see  friends  we  depended  on  mov¬ 
ing  on,  but  we  know  you  are  moving  on 
to  do  more  good  work. 

"Four  hundred  and  twenty  people 
won't  go  to  hell  because  of  North  Carolina 
Baptists.  If  anything  ever  happens  in  your 
neck  of  the  woods,  just  look  up  because 
we're  coming,"  Warr  said. 

Additional  monetary  gifts  from  North 
Carolina  Baptists  were  presented  at  a  spe¬ 
cial  worship  service  at  First  Church, 
Gulfport,  on  January  13. 

At  the  January  12  Rebuild  Celebration, 
Chuck  Register,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport  pointed  to  the  words  of  Jesus  in 
John  21:1^17.  The  resurrected  Christ  asked 
Peter  three  times,  "Do  you  truly  love  me 
more  than  these?"  Peter  replied,  "Yes, 
Lord,  you  know  that  I  love  You,"  to  which 
Jesus  said,  "Take  care  of  my  sheep." 

"I'll  never  read  this  passage  of  Scripture 
without  thinking  of  North  Carolina 
Baptists,"  Register  said.  "At  every  turn 

Sou  said,  'Yes,  Lord,  we  love  You  more 
lan  these,'  because  you  knew  there  were 
sheep  who  needed  tending." 

As  part  of  the  January  12  Rebuild 
Celebration,  candles  were  lit  in  memory  of 
the  ten  homeowners  who  passed  away 
while  North  Carolina  Baptists  worked  to 
restore  their  homes.  A  special  prayer  gar¬ 
den  was  also  dedicated,  at  a  location  on  the 
Armory  grounds  where  rebuild  volunteers 
often  retreated  for  prayer  time. 

A  continuing  long-term  recovery  and 
rebuilding  program  is  being  developed 
and  will  be  coordinated  by  the  Baptist  asso¬ 


ciations  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  Details  on 
that  project  will  be  released  soon. 

‘ 

Human  cloning 
moves  forward 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Scientists  in 
California  reportedly  have  cloned  human 
embryos  from  adult  skin  cells,  apparently 
taking  a  step  toward  producing  personal¬ 
ized,  replacement  stem  cells  to  treat  dis¬ 
eases.  Scientists  at  Stemagen,  a  stem  cell 
research  and  development  firm  in  La  Jolla, 
Calif.,  reported  Jan.  17  they  had  broken  a 
previous  barrier  by  creating,  and  carefully 
documenting,  for  the  first  time  a  human 
embryo  clone.  They  did  so  by  using  skin 
cells  from  two  men,  in  combination  with 
eggs  from  women,  to  produce  embryos.  It 
marked  the  first  time  cells  from  adults 
were  used  to  produce  cloned  embryos, 
according  to  The  Washington  Post.  British 
researchers  developed  cloned  human 
embryos  into  blastocysts  in  2005,  but  they 
used  cells  from  other  human  embryos, 
The  Post  reported.  The  clones  were  made 
using  a  method  called  somatic  cell  nuclear 
transfer  (SCNT),  a  term  some  scientists 
prefer  to  use  instead  of  the  word  cloning, 
believing  the  public  will  find  the  former 
term  more  acceptable.  Dolly  die  sheep 
was  created  using  the  SCNT  method. 


children  of  St.  Michael 
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surf  neats  doing  nothing  —  and  nothing  is 
oholic  Cheemuk  has  not  only  attempt-  what  too  many  of  our  churches  are  doing, 
to  kill  himself  because  of  his  anger  and  The  leaders  of  every  church  in  the 
une.  he  has  lost  two  brothers  to  suicide  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  should  con- 
d  wonders  if  thev  too  were  abused.  He  suit  with  their  attorney  to  put  together  a 
eges  he  was  abused  by  mow  than  one  legal  system  for  checking  everyone  who 
lest  at  die  same  time.  works  with  die  church's  children.  The  thou- 

Newsweek  also  discovered  fro m  court  sands  of  legitimate  children's  workers  will 
ngs  that  one  priest  covered  under  the  not  be  offended  by  being  a  part  of  a  system 
uit  settlement  is  accused  of  fathering  that  screens  out  the  few  predators  who 
ir  children  and  encouraging  a  16-year-  would  take  advantage  of  a  church's  trust 
1  girl  to  have  an  abortion,  which  she  did.  Not  doing  so  can  be  devastating  Not 
mther  priest  allegedly  impregnated  a  many  churches  have  $50  million  to  settle 
ung  girl,  then  pressured  her  to  blame  it  lawsuits,  but  there's  an  even  greater  cost, 
her  father  and  have  an  abortion.  “You  see  the  alcoholism,  the  severe  men- 

"These  priests  had  abused  elsewhere  tal  problems,  people  in  and  out  of  jail,"  an 
d  then  were  unleashed  in  the  most  attorney  who  has  handled  many  of  the 
controlled  environment."  Patrick  Wall  Alaska  cases  told  Newsweek,  “and  you 
Id  Newsweek.  Wall  is  a  former  wonder,  how  do  you  put  Humptv  Dum’pty 
nedictine  monk  and  Catholic  priest  back  on  the  wall  r" 

10  served  as  a  consultant  to  attorneys  The  fact  is  you  can't.  That's  why  we 
the  Alaska  suits.  should  be  praying  for  the  children  of  St. 

The  story  of  the  children  of  St.  Michael  Michael,  and  ensuring  that  all  the  children 
ould  serve  as  a  caution  to  us,  because  the  in  our  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  are  as 
me  thing  could  happen  to  Mississippi  safe  as  they  can  be.  Start  today. 


has  agreed  to  pay  $50  million  in  dam¬ 
ages,  ft  is  believed  to  be  the  largest  set¬ 
tlement  ever  against  a  religious  order." 
Tom  Cheemuk  told  Newweek  he  was 

one  of  the  victims.  Now  a  53- vear-old 


Sandra  was  a  17-year-old  ^ 

girl  who  was  With  her  GUEST  UP 

mom  and  dad  on  a  fall 
vacation  visiting  family  friends. 

The  friends  they  were  visiting  fiHIBHHH 
had  an  18-year-old  son.  When  T 

all  the  family  members  were  V 

gone,  he  hired  her  into  the  util- 
tty  room  of  their  home  where  II.  il 
he  raped  her.  Sandra  did  not  JH 

tell  anyone  about  this  because 
she  thought  it  was  her  fault 
As  a  result  of  the  rape,  she 
became  pregnant  Many  people 
in  our  society  no  doubt  would 
tell  her.  “You  need  to  have  an 

abortion.  You  do  not  need  to  go  for  20  years,  telling  ] 
through  this.  You  are  only  17,"  over  the  world  about 
but  even  though  Sandra  had  1  am  not  here  on  t 
been  violated  and  raped,  she  by  accident  and  neither  are  the 
did  not  want  to  kill  the  like  liv-  people  we  share  with  every 
ing  inside  her.  She  chose  to  we«*.  Every  embryo  that  is 
have  the  baby.  conceived  was  formed  and  cre- 

Nine  months  later,  she  had  a  ted  by  a  loving  God.  We  are 

a  six-and-a-half  pound  baby  valuable  to  Him.  and  He  has  an  _ _ , _  _ 

boy  —  me.  incredible  plan  for  each  life,  who  adopted  me  and  my  brother  but  God  intended  it  for  good  to 

My  life  verse  is  Genesis  Life  should  not  and  must  not  be  Allen.  Jamie  is  my  real  dad,  and  I  accomplish  what  is  now  being 
50301  which  say*  “You  intend-  stopped  by  a  selfish  human  would  have  no  other.  As  an  done,  the  saving  of  many  lives 
ed  to  harm  me,  but  God  intend-  being,  because  God  has  a  eight-year-old  boy,  I  began  to  (Genesis  50.20). 
ed  it  for  good  to  accomplish  greater  purpose.  pray  for  my  dad  to  be  saved.  I  God  is  good.  Blessed  be  the 

what  is  now  being  done,  the  God  did  not  cause  that  evil  did  not  want  him  to  go  to  hell.  name  of  die  Land, 

saving  of  many  lives."  deed  to  happen  to  my  mom.  Two  years  later,  God  orches- 

I  gave  my  life  to  lesus  when  That  was  one  man's  depraved  trated  some  events  that 

I  was  eight  years  old  and  sur-  mind  and  willful  sin,  but  God  brought  my  dad  to  church  with  For  information  on  Hill's  min- 

rendeted  to  the  call  God  jpUced  turned  it  for  the  good  in  my  life  us  four  Sundays  in  a  row.  The  ishy,  visit  umno.wnnkhill.com 
on  my  life  at  the  age  of  14  to  and  in  my  mooVs  life.  I  know  final  Sunday  he  gave  his  life  to  TWs  artick  first  appeared  in  SBC 
preach  the  GospeL  (have  been  there  are  many  people  that  fed  Christ.  Another  two  years  latet  Uk,  journal' of  the  Southern  Baptist 
traveling  in  evangelism  now  this  statement  is  a  dich*,  espe-  God  called  my  dad  to  preach.  Convention's  Executive  Committee. 


ministry  —  not  to  mention  the 
/*"*  J  .  J  _  fact  that  God  called  me  to 

HOt  UOa  COn  U0  preach  under  mv  dad's  min 

istry  when  I  was  14. 

_  _  .  God  turns  everything  around 

By  Ronitie  Hill  for  His  good  and  perfect  will.  1 

r*  Wnrth  T*-rnc  As  a  result  of  my  mom 

tt.  Worth ,  lexas  Sandra  giving  me  life,  I  have 

shared  my  testimony  all  over 
the  world  with  many  women 
and  girls  who  have  been 
touched  by  our  story.  Many 
pie  all  dally  when  they  ate  in  die  midst  have  come  up  to  me  and 
us.  of  tremendous  pain,  but  the  shared  that  they  were  preg- 
planet  Bible  says  in  Romans  8:28:  “And  nant  and  were  thinking  about 
f  we  know  that  in  all  things  God  having  an  abortion  but 
every  works  for  the  good  of  those  who  changed  their  minds  because 
hat  is  love  Him,  who  have  been  called  God  spoke  to  them  through 

my  story  to  have  the  courage 
mom  to  continue  the  pregnancy. 
|amie  “You  intended  to  harm  me. 
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Analysis:  Approach  Mormons  with  caution,  facts,  love 

final  in  a  series  tion  bore  no  resemblance  to  the  Book  of  all,  able  to  teach,  patient  when  wronged, 

_  Mormon,  would  that  make  you  seriously  with  gentleness  correcting  those  who  are  in 

By  Mike  Licona  consider  that  maybe  Mormonism  is  false?*'  opposition,  if  perhaps  God  may  grant  them 

**  J  *  Most  will  agree  that  these  would  eer-  repentance  leading  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

tainly  make  them  think  long  and  hard.  truth,  and  they  may  come  to  their  senses 

and  escape  from  the  snare  of  the  devil,  hav¬ 
ing  been  held  captive  by  him  to  do  his 
to  those  wul"  (2  Tun.  2:24-z6  NASd). 
ir  lives  to  helping  Christianity  is  trustworthy  because 
about  Mormonism,  the  text  of  the  Bible  is  pure  and  much  of 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga. 

(BP)  —  There  is  no  need  to 
be  defensive  or  hostile  to 
Mormon  missionaries  who 

^come  to  your  door.  I  have 
always  found  them  to  be 

Lirana  intelligent  honest,  and 
Licona  cordial  people  who  need 

an  equally  sincere  Christian  to  share  the 
truth  with  diem  lovingly.  their  own  scri 

Do  not  view  them  as  enemies,  but  as  may  assume  t 
dedicated  people  who  have  been  misled.  Tai 
Love  them.  Pray  for  them.  You  can  make  Bible 
a  difference.  i 

Mormon  missionaries  have  had  the  Mormon  Church" 
door  slammed  in  their  faces  more  times 
than  they  can  count  and  have  heard  / 

weak  attempts  to  refute  their  beliefs.  Since  you  have  discussed 
Dare  to  be  different!  Remember  that  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  care  how  much  you  know 
until  they  know  how  much  you  care.  the  Bible  and  the 
Here  are  a  few  suggestions  you  may  use 
when  meeting  with  Mormons: 


Bible  is  reliable 

This  is  important.  Accordir 
who  have  devoted  their  lives 

,  Mormons  find  the  truth  i _ 

found  them  to  be  many  times  when  a  pers 

Mormonism  they  become  skeptical  because  lar  history.  We  also  have  the  proof  from 
they  include  the  Bible  with  their  other  Jesus'  resurrection, 
scriptures  as  unreliable.  Once  they  see  that  When  you  consider  Mormon  doctrines 

- !-*-ires  are  not  from  God,  they  such  as  the  plurality  of  gods,  God  having 

Bible  is  not  either.  been  once  a  man,  man  becoming  a  god, 

e  the  time  to  show  them  that  the  Jesus  created  by  God,  an  afterlife  much  dif- 
is  trustworthy.  This  gives  them  a  feient  than  Jesus  describes,  and  various 
solid  place  to  go  when  they  leave  the  salvation  requirements,  Mormonism  pre- 

M _ Zl _ Ii.  sents  a  gospel  much  different  than  we  rind 

in  the  Bible.  Therefore,  the  Apostle  Paul's 
Archaeology,  history  words  in  Galatians  1:8-9,  KJV,  may  very 

Since  you  have  discussed  the  trustwor-  well  apply:  "But  though  we,  or  an  angel 
thiness  of  the  Bible  with  them,  they  will  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel  unto 
now  be  able  to  see  a  big  difference  between  you  than  that  which  we  have  preached 

of  Mormon.  They  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed.  As  we  said 

will  be  shocked  to  find  that  Mormon  before,  so  I  say  now  again,  if  any  man 

archaeologists  from  Brigham  Young  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than  that 

University,  a  Mormon-sponsored  school  in  ye  have  received,  let  nim  be  accursed." 

Set  the  agenda  Utah,  have  admitted  mat  unambiguous  These  are  sober  words  for  Mormons, 

Mormon  missionaries  have  several  pie-  archaeology  concerning  the  Book  of  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  be  confident  of 
sen  tations.  they  would  like  to  share  with  Mormon  is  nonexistent.  their  own  salvation.  They  are  zealous  for 

you.  I  recommend  that  you,  not  they,  start  _  God,  but  so  were  the  Jews  Paul  wrote 

the  conversation  by  admitting  that  since  no  Evidence  about  in  Romans  10:1-2  when  he  prayed 

one  is  100%  accurate  about  everything  they  In  my  own  experience,  I  have  found  that  for  their  salvation. 

believe,  it  is  possible  that  you  could  be  Mormons  have  very  little  to  say  in  their  Mormons  believe  in  Jesus  but  so  did 
wrong  on  some  things  you  believe.  Tell  defense  after  the  above  has  been  pointed  the  Gnostics,  the  heretics  of  the  early 
them  that  you  are  satisfied  with  being  a  out,  except  that  God  has  confirmed  in  their  church  who,  like  Mormons  today,  taught 
Christian  but  are  open-minded  and  would  hearts  that  Mormonism  is  true.  In  this  a  concept  of  God  and  Jesus  that  was  fun¬ 
like  to  discuss  some  issues  concerning  their  series,  we  have  noted  that  feelings  can  be  damentally  different  than  what  the 
beliefs  that  are  bothersome  to  you.  misleading  and  actually  prove  nothing.  Apostles  taught.  They  do  great  works  in 

Ask  them  what  it  would  take  to  con-  Since  you  and  your  Mormon  friend  both  the  name  of  Christ,  but  so  did  those  of 
vince  them  that  Mormonism  is  false.  When  have  feelings  tnat  your  beliefs  are  true,  whom  Jesus  spoke  of  in  Matthew  7:21-23, 
they  say  there  is  nothing,  ask  them,  "What  external  evidence  is  the  only  test  —  and  saying,  "I  never  knew  you." 
if  the  gold  plates  from  which  Joseph  Smith  Mormonism  fails  to  pass.  Many  Mormons  have  been  brought  up 

translated  tne  Book  of  Mormon  were  some-  in  the  Mormon  Church  and  it  is  difficult  to 

day  discovered  and  translated  by  20  pro-  In  conclusion,  when  Mormons  knock  on  jettison  what  one  has  believed  his  or  her 
fessional  Egyptologists  and  if  theur  transla-  your  door,  embrace  the  opportunity.  Show  entire  life.  Encourage  the  Mormons  with 

yourself  to  be  a  lov-  whom  you  are  sharing  to  pray  and  think 
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Quite  a  turnaround 

SPRINGFIELD,  Mo.  (BP)  —  What  a  difference  two  years 
and  the  Hand  of  God  can  make.  In  October  2005,  die  building 
at  1837  East  Cherry  Street  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  was  home  to 
the  Springfield  Healthcare  Center,  one  of  four  abortion 
providers  in  Missouri.  Fast  forward  to  December  2007,  and 
1837  East  Cherry  Street  —  once  a  house  of  darkness  and  death 
—  is  now  the  Springfield  office  of  the  Missouri  Baptist 
Children's  Home.  ''God  has  taken  a  building  that  was  used  to 
destroy  life  and  given  it  over  to  help  restore  the  family  and 
give  children  hope  and  healing,"  said  David  Burch,  office 
director.  "It's  one  of  those  things  only  God  could  do."  When 
Gov.  Matt  Blunt  signed  a  bill  in  September  2005  that  required 
abortion  providers  to  obtain  hospital  privileges  within  30 


abortion  providers  to  obtain  hospital  privileges 
miles  of  their  clinics,  the  Springfield  abortion  clinic  was  soon 
forced  to  close  its  doors  since  its  doctor;  who  commuted  from 
St.  Louis,  did  not  have  local  hospital  privileges.  "I  would 
have  never  guessed  when  I  prayed  that  our  ministry  was  out 
of  space,  I  would  never  in  my  wildest  imagination  (thought) 
He  would  do  it  with  a  former  abortion  clinic,"  Burch  said. 
"It's  just  like  Ephesians  3:20  says,  'Now  to  Him  who  is  able  to 
do  above  and  beyond  all  that  we  ask  or  think  —  according  to 
the  power  that  works  in  you.'"  The  Missouri  Baptist 
Children's  Home's  Springfield  offices  offer  a  variety  of  com¬ 
munity-based  services  including  recruiting  and  developing 
Christian  foster  and  adoptive  parents,  therapeutic  foster  care, 
traditional  "family"  foster  care,  family  reunification  services 
and  a  transitional  living  service  for  older  teens.  In  total,  they 
work  with  about  120  children  at  a  time.  "We  are  very  blessed 
and  very  excited,"  Burch  said  of  the  new  facility.  "Because  of 
the  cramped  conditions,  we  had  no  way  to  do  everything  in 
one  place.  It's  incredibly  nice  now  to  have  rooms  set  up  for 
child  and  family  visits,  conferences,  all  at  the  same  time." 


Mississippi  Baptists  present  God  With  Us  Jan.  19  at  the  Mississippi 
Coliseum,  Jackson,  with  a  choir  of  over  2000  voices,  an  orchestra  of  over 
140,  plus  soloists  and  testimonies. 


At  a  banquet  in  Jackson,  campaign  manager  Harry  Vickery  of 
Greenville  announces  the  successful  completion  of  The  Mississippi 
Mission  an  endowment  campaign  for  Mississippi  Baptist  institutions.  The 
total  in  gifts  and  pledges  for  the  four  year  campaign  stands  at  $40,870,000. 


Up  to  1,000  are  expected  at  the  annual  State  Evangelism  Conference, 
First  Church,  Gulfport  Feb.  10-12,  according  to  Joe  T.  Odle,  associate 
executive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
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RAYMOND  ROAD  SAfTtST  CHURCH. 

Jackson,  is  seeking  a  part-time  minister 
of  children  For  more  information  or  to 
submit  a  resume,  please  call  (601) 
372-6154  or  email  paftor  Jonathan 
Russell  at  jruwelfraymondroad.com. 
FAIRFIELD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
Moselle,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  fuli-time 
pastor.  Please  send  resume  with  ref¬ 
erences  to  Fairfield  Baptist  Church 
c/o  Ramsey  Coutta,  942  Moselle- 
Seminary  Road,  Moselle,  MS  39459. 


Available  for  purchase 
in  bulk  for  fundraisers 
at  discount  pricing. 


1-866-242-2802 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
witn  God  in  your  own  words: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord. ) 


“But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  "  (John  1:12) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Baptist  church  for  spiritual 
guidance. 


TO  THE  TOf  Of  THE  WORLD 

Sir  Edmund  Hillary  died 
January  9,  2008.  He  was  88 
years  old  and  forever  will  be 
remembered  for  the  one  crown¬ 
ing  achievement  in  his  life 
when  he  climbed  to  the  top  of 
the  world.  Sir  Edmund  was  the 
very  first  person  ever  to  arrive 
at  the  pinnacle  of  Mount 
Everest.  What  an  incredible 
achievement  this  was  and  what 
wonderful  lessons  can  be 
learned  from  someone  like  him. 

We  can  learn  lessons  in  ini¬ 
tiative.  Can  you  imagine 
thinking  about,  preparing, 
planning,  and  then  attempting 
to  do  what  no  one  has  ever 
done  before?  It  is  not  just  a 
matter  of  having  a  vision  and 
reaching  out  there  to  do  some¬ 
thing.  It  is  also  struggling  with 
all  or  the  oeoDle  who  tell  vou 

rannni  at,  „  __  . 

you  down  for  even  attempting 
to  try.  While  no  one  else  had 
ever  done  it  before,  he  set  out 
to  reach  the  top  of  the  world. 
We  all  live  with  different  scales 
than  the  Sir  Edmund  Hillary's 
of  the  world,  but  we  all  have 
those  things  that  we  face  that 
need  to  be  addressed  and  need 
to  be  attempted  and  yet  some¬ 
times  within  us  we  pull  back 
and  even  when  we  start  to  step 
forward,  wepause,  delay,  and 
succumb.  There  are  people 
who  say,  "You  can't  do  that  or 
you  do  not  even  need  to  try  to 
do  that."  Instead  of  reaching 
the  summit,  we  often  fail 
before  we  start.  The  march  of 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


the  human  race  whether  it  is 
upward,  outward,  or  onward 
is  marked  by  the  names  of  the 
people  witn  initiative.  It  is 
marked  by  the  people  who  are 
willing  to  step  out,  look  up, 
and  reach  beyond  where  any¬ 
one  else  has  ever  touched,  and 
gone.  They  are  the  pioneers, 
me  explorers,  and  the  people 
with  unbridled  initiative  who 
would  move  to  touch  the  top 
of  their  world  whether  it  is  in 


ology,  missions,  or  mathemat¬ 
ics.  They  saw  what  maybe 
other  people  could  see,  but 
then  they  went  there. 

The  second  grand  lesson  that 
comes  from  tne  Sir  Edmund 
Hillary's  of  the  world  has  to  do 
with  inspiration.  I  never  met  Sir 
Edmund  Hillary,  but  strangely  I 
have  often  thought  of  him,  read 
about  him,  and  been  inspired  by 
his  achievement.  I  have  never 
been  to  the  top  of  Mount  Everest, 
and  I  am  confident  that  1  will 
never  get  there,  but  literally,  thou¬ 
sands  and  thousands  or  others 
have  followed  the  trail  that  he 
opened.  Just  the  mention  of  his 
name  evokes  sparks  of  inspire- 
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tion.  Now  to  be  sure.  Sir  Edmund 
Hillary  never  strutted  over  his 
achievement.  By  all  accounts,  he 
remained  humbled  by  >yhat  he 
had  done  and  he  and  those 
around  him  ignited  a  flame  of 
inspiration  in  generations  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  wanted  to  climb  higher. 

’  One  of  the  stories  that  is  so 
often  told  about  Sir  Edmund 
Hillary  was  not  about  him  at 
all.  He  said  that  when  he  came 
down  from  Mount  Everest 


among  the  media  that  he  actu¬ 
ally  was  not  the  first  person  to 
get  to  the  summit  ana  that  one 
of  the  guides  had  actually  pre¬ 
ceded  to  the  very  top  first.  After 
some  time  of  interview  and 
questions  and  answers,  one  of 
tne  reporters  asked  if  they 
could  interview  one  of  the 
Sherpa  guides  that  had  gone 
with  nim.  It  was  permitted,  and 
the  guide  came  to  the  podium. 
He  was  confronted  with  the 

auestion,  "Was  Sir  Edmund 
lillary  the  first  person  to  get 
to  the  top  of  the  mountain  or 
was  someone  else  ahead  of 
him?"  The  guide  responded 
with  wisdom  and  grace  by 
saying  something  to  tne  effect 
that  "No  man  can  iget  to  the 
top  of  the  world  by  himself." 

Another  lesson  that  comes 
from  this  man  of  great 
achievement  has  to  do  with 
influence.  How  many  people 
have  been  influenced  by  him 
to  do  greater  things,  go  high¬ 
er,  deeper,  further,  or  do  better 
than  ever  before?  Only  one 
person  can  be  the  first  person 
to  get  to  the  top  of  the  world. 
There  are  mountains  and  hills 
all  around  the  landscape  of 
your  life  and  mine.  Not  at 
every  turn  and  every  decision 
does  Sir  Edmuna  Hillary 
come  to  my  mind,  but  there 
are  occasions  when  I  have 
thought  about  him  and  was 


moved  to  go  ahead  and  to 
reach  for  the  pinnacle,  to  keep 
on  climbing,  and  get  to  the  top 
of  the  mountain.  For  you  and 
me  it  may  be  a  decision,  a  pro¬ 
ject,  and  a  work  that  we  feel 
that  God  has  led  us  to,  some¬ 
thing  that  will  take  our  very 
best  and  in  turn  will  touch  the 
lives  of  people  around  us. 

In  Revelation,  the  Scripture 
tells  us  that  once  we  are  with  the 
Lord  that  our  works  continue. 
Specifically  it  says,  "Their  works 
do  follow  diem'' (Rev.  14:13).  It  is 
pretty  amazing  to  think  about 
influence  and  now  far  reaching 
and  significant  it  is.  Within  a 
period  of  about  20  seconds,  I 
could  name  off  a  dozen  people 
who  have  made  a  world  of  dif¬ 
ference  in  my  life  and  whose 
influence  was  monumental  to 
me,  but  whose  names  would 
probably  not  be  recognized  by 

r  mat 


they  probably  did  not  know  that 
their  influence  related  to  me  was 
so  great,  and  what  is  equally 
interesting  is  that  probably  for  a 
period  of  time,  possibly  a  long 
period  of  time,  I  did  not  realize 
now  deeply  they  influenced  my 
life.  Teachers,  preachers,  coaches, 
business  people,  farmers, 
friends,  fellow  workers,  and 
even  antagonists  have  touched 
my  life  with  influence  for  good. 

There  are,  of  course,  those 
who  climb  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain  who  in  turn  we  want 
to  know,  study,  emulate,  and 
follow,  and  so  they  become 

Erominent  in  our  thinking  day 
y  day  For  me,  as  I  know  for 
many  of  you-,  that  singular 
one,  who  climbed  a  mountain 
and  made  the  greatest  differ¬ 
ence  in  our  lives,  is  not  Sir 
Edmund  but  our  Savior  Jesus. 
While  it  was  quite  an  achieve¬ 
ment  when  Sir  Edmund 
Hillary  climbed  the  29,000+  ft. 
high  Mount  Everest,  our  Lord 
going  to  Mount  Calvary 
reached  all  the  way  to  heaven 
for  us,  opened  the  door,  and 
invited  all  of  us  to  come  and 
join  Him.  To  paraphrase  an 
often  heard  or  seen  commer¬ 
cial,  "Come  on  Mississippi, 
let's  go  mountain  climbing!' 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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).  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


'Patient,  persevering.  believing  prayer,  offered  up  to  Qol.  in  the  "blame  of  the  Lori  Jesus,  has  always,  soonei 
or  later .  brought  the  blessing.  1  lo  not  lespair.  by  Qol  s  grace  of  obtaining  any  blessing.  proVdel  I  can  be 
sure  it  Woutl  be  for  any  real  gool.  anl  for  the  glory  of  Cjol.' 

QeorgeMuller.  ‘WITH  CHRIST  PN  THT  SCHOOL  OT  THA^TR  by  AnlreW  Murray 


1 1 )  Area  Keyboard  Festivals 
FBC.  Vane  leave.  CarterviHe 
BC.  Petal;  Hernando  9C. 
Hernando;  (2)  Pray  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  fra*  CNra.  Latin 
America  and  North  America 
who  are  mteregedto joining 
the  Chinese  Team  of  Panama 
in  reaching  the  Chinese  pop¬ 
ulation  of  Panama 


(If  Area  Keyboard  Festivals; 
North  Greenwood  BC 
Greenwood.  Emmanuel  BC 
Grenada  (2)  20%  of 


started  printing  materials  to 
distribute  among  them.  Pray 
that  God  will  continue  to 
multiply  those  who  are 
reaching  out  to  this  group 


Pray  tor  the  Bhana  people  of 
India  and  Pakistan.  There  are 
about  3.5  million  Bhana  peo¬ 
ple  who  do  not  know  Jesus 
Christ  as  their  Savior  Pray 
that  all  of  them  will  hear  the 
truth  and  come  to  know  Him 
as  God. 


1 1 )  Baptist  Doctrine  Study. 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
(D&FM);  (2)  The  small  town 
In  the  heart  of  Shan  Ddi 
Christian  outreach  now 
boasts  the  completion  of  the 
area's  tallest  Buddhist  temple 
Please  pray  that  the  Buddhist 
going  to  the  temple  will 
come  to  know  Christ,  instead 


(I |  Baptist  Doctrine  Study. 
Jackson  Association  Office. 
Pascagoula  (D&FM);  (2)  The 
Madinka  bekever*  in  West 
Africa  are  small  In  number. 
Intercede  tor  a  Madinka  pas 
tor  who  feels  called  to  go 
encourage  Madinka  believers 
scattered  across  the  Gambia. 
Senegal  and  Guinea^issua 

1 1 )  VBS  Jumpstart  Liberty  BC. 
Flowood;  (2)  Missionaries 
Clyde  and  Carol  Schulz  have 
been  teaching  with  narratives 
and  dtscipbng  new  believers 
at  Mission  Esperanca  in 
Belem,  Brazil.  Pray  tor  LG.  the 
pastor  whg  oversees  this  mis¬ 
sion.  and  ask  that  God  will 
send  a  fulltime  local  pastor 


Pray  for  the  seven  depart 
ments/stBtes  in  Uruguay 
where  less  than  l  percent  of 
the  poputMion  a  evange¬ 
lized  mis  means  that  fewer 
than  4.300  people  of  the 
4 30,000 ’In  these  areas  know 
Christ  Pray  for  the  light  of 
Christ  to  begin  shining  In 
these  areas  of  darkness 

1 1 )  Baptist  Building  AT  HOME 
DATS.  6th  -  8th;  (2|  Missionaries 
Sharon  Cook  and  Helen 
Hardeman  are  reaching  out  to 
the  upper  middle  class  women 
in  Guatemala  Ci|y  Guatemala 
Pray  that  the  friendships  devel¬ 
oped  will  result  in  new  Bible 
study  groups  and  witnessing 
opportunities. 


( 1 1  Baptist  Doctrine  Study. 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 
(D&FM);  (21  Mississippi  Baptist 
Church  Muiic  Conference, 
FBC.  NatchR.  Jan  31 -Feb  2 
(CM);  |3)  Prefer  the  MBCB 
department  directors  as  they 
seek  to  know  God  s  heart  on 
how  to  best  reach  their  tar¬ 
get  audiences 

Pray  that  the  home  group  in 
Vida  San  Sebastian.  Colima. 
Mexico,  will  grow  and  become 
a  church.  Team  Colima  has 
been  trainmgM  as  a  leader  of 
the  group.  Pray  that  the  Lord 
will  continue  to  guide  him  in 
the  sound  doctrine  of  the  faith 


( 1 1  Edwma  Robinson  Special 
Day  Offering  (wMu  Emphasisl. 
(2)  True  Love  Waits  (D&FM 
Emphasis);  (3)  National 
Sunday  School  Directors 
Seminar.  BarBett  BC.  Barden. 
Term  Pray  tor  their  wisdom 
as  they  seek  to  know  how  to 
best  teach  God's  Word  m  our 
churches 


*...  I  exhort  first  of  all  that  sup- 
pkcabons.  prayers,  interces¬ 
sions,  and  giving  of  thanks  be 
made  for  aimer,  for  tangs 
and  a>  who  are  In  authority 
...•{I  Timothy 2  1-2)  Please 
pray  today  tor  President  Dene 
Sassouf4guesso  of  Repubkc 
of  the  Congo  (western  Mica, 
north  of  Angola!! 


Pray  tor  the  Hihdus  of  India 
Hindus  worship  many  differ¬ 
ent  gods  and  goddesses  but 
not  the  heavenly  Father 
Please  pray  that  tie  Hindus  of 
Kolkata  wilt  discover  the  only 
true  God  and  MK  Son.  Jesus. 
And.  pray  tor  the  Christians  of 
India  who  are  under  attack 
from  extreme  Hindu  factions 


(I)  Transitional  Pastor 
Training,  Baptist  Building.  4th 
7th  (OUR),  (2)  Pray  for 
churches  who  are  without  a 
pastor  Pray  for  God  s  guid¬ 
ance  for  their  Pastor  Search 
Committees  as  they  seek  to 
find  God's  choice  to  shepherd 
their  congregations 


•  I 


8008  88  Plus  Leadership  Lab 

Tuesday,  March  4  /  Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton  /  9  a.m.-2  p.m. 

Cost:  $10  includes  meals  (Deadline  to  register  is  Feb.  25.) 

$5  at  the  door  (no  meals  included) 

To  register  call  Glenn  Shows  or  Debbie  Brashier  at  the  MBCB, 
601-292-3373,  1-800-748-1651,  or  E-mail  Glenn  at 
gshowsOmbcb.org  or  Debbie  at  dbrashierOmbcb.org. 

This  leadership  lab  is  for  all  leaders  of  55  plus  adults,  officers, 
Sunday  School  teachers,  ministers,  etc.  Handouts  will  be  available. 


9  a.m. 
9:30  a.m. 


10:30  a.m. 
10:45  a.m. 


Registration  and  refreshments 

Welcome  -  "Seniors  on  Mission  with  God" 

Bob  Jackson,  Director  of  Senior  Missions  lab, 

NOBTS 

Break 

Eileen  Wright,  Alabama  Baptist  Convention 

Senior  Adult  Consultant 

Lunch 

Panel  Discussions  with  Bob  and  Eileen 
Adjourn 


ft 
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MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

2008  Christian 
Education  Clinics 


Highland  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
February  9, 2008 

& 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
March  8,  ?008 

It  is  the  desire  of  Mississippi  Baptists  lo  r  jfer  quality  training  for  those  who 
affect  the  lives  of  Mississippi’s  most  precious  citizens.  Please  make  plans  to 
attend  the  2008  clinic  of  your  choice.  If  you  any  questions,  please  call  the 

numbers  listed  below. 

'  Susie  McNair,  clinic  coordinate  hi  istian  Education  Clinics 
Tel:  601.954.8650;  E-maii.  A.srncnair@yahoo.com 
REGISTRATION  REQUIRED  BY  JAN.  31  FOR  MERIDIAN  AND  FEB.  28  FOR  MADISON 
MBCB  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
Tel:  601.292.3287;  1-800-748-1651.  ext.  287;  E-mail:  dhicks@mbcb.org 


>V‘ 


if  you  have 


at  601-968-3800  or  1 -800-748-1 651 
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S  I  \ I  I  C  II  \\(.l  s 


1.  Hebron  Church,  Grenada, 
has  called  GregCollins  as 
pastor  effective  Dec.  16.  He 
previously  served  Calvary 
Church,  Batesville,  as 

J'outh  minister.  Shown  are 
essica  Collins,  Collins, 
Sherry  Collins,  Sarah 
Collins,  and  Joshua  Collins. 

2.  Robert  (Bob)  Curtis  has 
been  called  as  pastor  to 
New  Prospect  Church, 
Olive  Branch.  Shown  are 
Joel  Curtis,  Deborah  Curtis, 
Curtis,  and  Jennifer  Curtis. 

3.  Country  Woods  Church, 
Byram,  has  called  Jon 
Daniels  as  pastor  effective 
Jan.  1.  Shown  are  Russ, 
Rachel,  Jon  and  Vicki 
Daniels,  Davne  and  Allison 
Davis,  and  Reese  Daniels. 

4.  Center  Ridge  Church, 
Carmichael,  has  called 
Leonard  Walters  as  pastor 
effective  Nov.  25,  2007.  He 
and  his  wife  Daisy  come 
•  from  Petal. 

5.  Keith  McElfresh  has  been 
called  as  pastor  of  Ebenezer 
Church,  Senatobia,  effec¬ 
tive  Dec.  19. 


1 .  Collins  and  family 


i 


3.  Daniels  and  family 


V. 


6.  Timothy  Gassaway,  a 
recent  Blue  Mountain 
College  graduate,  has  been 
calleo  as  youth  director  of 
First  Church,  Plantersville. 


2.  Curtis  and  family 


4.  Walters  and  wife 


ACfS  1:8  ....  iiFUOiUnOH  IS  COMING  .... 
August  15-16,  tn  first  Baptist  Church.  Biloxi 


ANCHORED  IN  I  f<  L  r  M  MINISTRIES" 


T rue  Church 


“When  discipline  leaves  the  church, 
Christ  govs  with  it.”  -John  Pajy; 


FEBRUARY  21  24,  2008 


Church  Discipline 


'Hie  Missing  Key  to 

True  Church  Growth 


Anchored  in  Truth 


To  register  or  for  more  information,  please  visit 
www.anchoredintruth.org  or  call  806-565-7729 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

13.2% 

First  Year  Guarantee 
O' Mire  Financial  Services 
406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgeland.  MS  39157 

1.800.8443254 

601.9573841 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 

-Ur 

www.mbcb.org 
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6.  Gassaway  and  family 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx  1932  -  2004 


copyrighted  2005 


KVUKUA  PKSW:  VKIDWWC 

Clue  VmS 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  vour  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  lo  lust  week's 
puzzle  Psalms  Forty-seven  .-one. 
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1.  Children^  Church  group,  Jerusalem  Church,  Attala  Assoc. 


choir 


BOUNDARIES  08 

mmnm0 

TO  TAKE  CONTROL  OF  YOUR  LIFE 


TELECAST  WITH 

DR.  HENRY  CLOUD 
&  DR.  JOHN  TOWNSEND 

BROADMGDR 

liplUt  Ckmrek 

SATURDAY  //FER  2. 2006 
8:30  AM  -  3:00  PM 
$15//LUNCH  PROVIDED 


of  Jerusalem  Church,  Attala 
Association,  presented  a 
program  during  the  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

2.  The  children's  choir  of 
Gillsburg  Church,  GU1- 
sburg,  participated  in  the 
GiUsburg  Christmas  parade. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

3.  Calvary  Church,  Braxton, 
held  a  "Hats  off  to  the 
memory  of  Lottie  Moon" 
event  Dec.  3,  sponsored 
by  the  church's  wMu. 
Shown  are  Giselle  and 
Tommy  Creel,  Crossgates 
Church,  Brandon,  provid¬ 
ing  music. 


DIRECTOR  Of  FAMILY  SERVICES  need¬ 
ed  for  Baptist  chidcare  agency.  MSW  plus 
5  yean  of  supervisory  experience 
required.  Send  resume  to  President,  P.O. 

Box  41%.  Monroe.  LA  71211. _ 

TICKET  TO  WORK;  for  those  on  social 
security  disability  that  desire  to  try 
working  again  without  losing  their 
check  and  other  benefits.  Call  toll-free 

1  •666-343-9823  for  details. _ 

THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
Blytheville  is  seeking  a  FT  minister  of 
education  with  responsibilities  includ¬ 
ing  education,  evangelism  and  admin¬ 
istration.  Please  send  resumes  to  Greg 
Bowers,  pastor,  FBC,  71 S  West  Walnut 
Street,  Blytheville,  AR  72315.  More 
information  can  be  found  at 

www.fbcbiythevilie.com. _ 

THE  COLBERT  LAUDERDALE  BAPTIST 
Association  is  seeking  resumes  for  a  full¬ 
time  camp  director  for  their  Earie  Trent 
Assembly.  The  assembly  is  open  year 
round  for  groups  of  all  ages.  Please  send 
resumes  to:  Colbert  Lauderdale  Baptist 
3901  Hatch  Bh/d„  Sheffield  AL  35660,  or 


STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and 
repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass,  Jackson, 
(877)  477-1899. 


will  host  the  Singing  Echoes, 
Cleveland,  Term.,  in  concert 
Feb.  1* 7  p  jn.;  free. 

New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  exceeded  their 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  goal  of  $1500  00  by 
collecting  $5,497.68. 


Pastor  J.G.  (Buster)  Thomas 
was  honored  by  Friendship 
East  Church,  Charleston,  on 
his  80th  birthday. 


7.  The  Chosen  Children 
Adoption  Ministry  and 
the  MSU  Association  of 
Student  Social  Workers  is 
sponsoring  a  conference 


(  I  \ss|l  III)  Ai  )s 


THE  ABKANSAS  BAPTIST  HOME  for 

Children  is  seeking  houseparents. 
Contact  Randy  Luper,  campus 
director  (870)  367-5358  or  email 
rluperUabchomes.org, 
www.abchomes.org.  ABCHomes  is 
an  agency  of  the  AR  Baptist  State 
Convention.  ABCHomes  is  compli¬ 
ant  with  Section  504  of  the  Rehab 

Act  of  1973. _ 

CABIN  IN  GATLINBURG  FOR  RENT:  2 
bedrm  2  bath,  full  kitchen,  great 
view  of  National  Ffork,  $95.00/nite. 
Call  for  information  (281)  855-4469 
or  (832)  922-0401/0141.  Email 

pdiw4760Uatt.net. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fox  us  at  (662) 

455-4743. _ • 

REASONABLY  PRICED  INSURANCE: 
Medicare  supplements,  major  medical, 
&  small  group  health  insurance  plans 
available  for  individuals  &  churches. 
Call  Carra  Turner  (662)  231-4487  for 
rates  or  visit  www.tumerinsuranceon- 

line.com. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  lerving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 


Kahlmus  Auditorium  on 
the  MSU  Meridian  cam¬ 
pus,  Feb.  23,  8  a.m.-4  p.m. 
The  conference  is  for  any¬ 
one  considering  adoption 
or  those  interested  in  the 
topic.  Cost  is  $20 /person 
or  $30 /couple,  which 
includes  breakfast,  lunch, 
and  refreshments.  Pre-reg¬ 
ister  at  www.yourchosen- 
children.org.  The  Chosen 
Children  Adoption 

Ministry  began  as  a  min¬ 
istry  of  Poplar  Springs 
Church,  Meridian. 

8.  Ebenezer  Church.  Sena- 
tobia,  licensed  Matthew  De¬ 
Hart  to  the  ministry  Dec.  9. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti¬ 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Mis*.,  phone  (601  >  776-661 7. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian 
owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass 
rooms.  (601)  992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 

Sebren,  owners. _ 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seat¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  krinkl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 


CHRISTIAN  CHILDREN'S  HOME  seek¬ 
ing  Christian  House  parents  for  boys 
home  located  in  Northwest  Alabama. 
For  more  information,  please  call  (256) 

356-8900  or  <256)  810-4908. _ 

FULL-TIME  WORSHIP  LEADER: 
Parkview  Baptist  Church,  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama,  is  seeking  God's  man  to  lead 
the  church  in  ceiebrative,  passionate 
worship.  Parkview  is  a  growing  church 
with  400  plus  in  two  morning  worship 
services.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to 
Fbrkview  Baptist  Church,  attn:  pastor, 
1404  Hwy  72  East,  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama  35674,  or  email  to  jim.cum- 
mingsVparkviewfamily.org. 


January  is  "Make  Your  Will  Month 


Are  your  ducks  in  a  row  regarding 
your  last  will  and  testament? 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  can  help  ... 

I  Since  1943,  the  Missisissippi  Baptist 
I  Foundation  has  assisted  individuals  in  the 
highly  specialized  area  of  charitable  estate 
planning.  If  you  want  to  get  your  ducks  in 
a  row  by  protecting  your  loved  ones  and 
including  a  charitable  component  in  your 
Last  Will,  give  the  Foundation  a  call. 


b0 1.898. 2345  WWW.BROADMOOR.ORG 


601-292-3210  •  1-800-748-1651 
fax  601-968-0904  •  www.msbaptistfoundation.org 
E-mail:  dhollembcb.org 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Breakthrough  in  Confidence 

PmIhi  23 


By  Andy  Vaughn 


The  level  of  confidence  we 
place  in  someone  or  something 
has  a  great  impact  on  the  way 
we  live  our  life.  After  three  days 
of  flying  and  overnights  in  air¬ 
ports,  I  arrived  at  my  final  desti¬ 
nation  in  eastern  Siberia.  A  bus 
carried  me  from  the  plane  to  the 
airport  terminal  at  which  time  I 
was  greeted  by  a  large  Russian 
man  pretending  to  shoot  a  gun. 


you  up  at  fire  airport." 

I  was  confident  die  mission¬ 
ary  would  make  arrangements 
for  travel  but  the  man  that  stood 
before  me  iust  did  not  fit  the 
mold.  Finally,  after  saying  no  to 
multiple  taxi  drivers,  a  young 
couple  approached  me  as  they 
stated  the  missionary's  name 


and  their  purpose.  In 
order  to  get  to  my  final 
destination  for  die  mis¬ 
sion  trip,  I  had  to  be  con¬ 
fident  m  someone  to  make  the 
necessary  travel  arrangements. 

We  are  constantly  In  pursuit 
of  people  and  things  on  which 
we  can  rely-  The  driver  of  an 
automobile  turns  die  key  con¬ 
fident  that  the  proper  amount 
of  power  will  be  sent  to  start 
the  engine.  Investors  place 
their  confidence  on  a  certain 
stock  or  fund.  An  employer 
leaves  town  on  a  trip  confi¬ 
dent  that  his  or  her  employees 
will  take  care  of  everything.  A 
husband  and  wife  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  each  other  as  they 
build  a  life  together. 

People  must  realize  that 
many  of  the  things  we  place 
our  confidence  in  could 
indeed  let  us  down.  The  car 


not  start,  the 

8 rice  may  plum- 
te  office  staff 
may  play  while  the 
boss  is  away,  and  a 
husband  or  wife  may 
do  something  that  dis¬ 
appoints  their  spouse. 
Consider  the  ques- 
don,  "What  have  I 
v  .  placed  my  confidence 
vaugnn  ln  ancj  what  is  going  to 
he  happen  if  it  lets  me  down?’* 

In  today's  world,  people  are  in 
need  of  someone  they  can  place 
their  confidence  in.  God's  word 
teaches  in  Psalm  23  that  we  are  to 
be  confident  in  Him'  as  the  One 
that  will  provide  for  all  that  we 
need  and  will  never  let  us  down. 

Psalm  23:1  (NASB)  says, 
"The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I 
shall  not  want."  People  tend  to 
allow  their  wants  ana  desires  to 
determine  what  they  place  their 
confidence  in.  Fields  of  study, 
career  paths,  relationships,  and 
hobbies  often  become  a  source 
of  confidence  for  the  individual 
that  has  worked  hard  for  some¬ 
thing  to  rely  upon.  All  of  these 
can  be  confidence  boosters,  but 
David  writes  about  a  confi¬ 


dence  in  God  that  far  surpasses 
everything  else. 

David  paints  the  picture  of 
the  shepherd  tending  the  flock 
to  illustrate  God's  care  over  His 
children.  Psalm  23:2  says,  "He 
makes  me  lie  down  in  green 
pastures;  He  leads  me  beside 
quiet  waters."  The  shepherd 
sought  out  the  finest  pastures 
and  purest  water  for  his  sheep. 
Scripture  encourages  us  to  walk 
in  the  confidence  that  God 
wants  the  best  for  His  children. 

God  will  provide  the  best 
employment  opportunities  for 
us,  flie  best  ministers,  and  the 
most  loving  spouse  as  we  place 
our  confidence  in  Him. 

Psalm  23:3  says,  "He  restores 
my  soul;  He  guides  me  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness  for  His 
name's  sake."  Our  confidence  in 
God  should  speak  of  the  restora¬ 
tion  we  have  m  Him.  God  takes 
us  from  the  path  of  our  own 
ways  and  makes  us  righteous 
according  to  His  guiding  love. 

Verse  4  describes  the  valley 
experiences  that  David  had  in 
his  life.  Today,  we  can  find  our¬ 
selves  in  the  valley  which  is 
often  accompanied  by  the  fear 


and  anxiety  of  life's  situations. 
Although  die  valley  may  seem 
difficult  and  treacherous,  we 
are  provided  with  the  comfort 
that  God  will  lead  us  through 
that  tough  situation  in  life.  You 
may  be  facing  what  seems  to  be 
an  impossible  situation,  but 
you  can  have  confidence  that 
God  will  carry  you  through  it 
according  to  His  plan. 

Verse  5  speaks  of  the  abun¬ 
dant  blessings  in  David's  life 
although  there  were  many 
times  he  faced  horrible  enemies 
and  tough  situations.  Our  confi¬ 
dence  must  rest  in  the  One  that 
can  handle  anything  we  face. 

Psalm  23:6  says,  "Surely 
goodness  and  lovingkindness 
will  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my 
life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  tne  house 
of  the  Lord  forever."  God's  word 
encourages  Christians  to  Walk 
confidently  in  Him  every  day  of 
life,  with  our  hope  fixed  on 
spending  eternity  with  Him. 
May  our  confidence  be  firmly 
established  in  the  Lord  that  will 
never  let  us  down! 

Vaughn  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Fulton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Do  You  Trust  the  Lord's  Promises? 

Genesis  15:1-6, 16:1-3, 17:1-2, 17-19 


By  Melleen  Moore 


The  hymn,  "Standing  on  the 
Promises'  is  a  musical  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  writer's  faith  in  God 
—  "I'm  standing  on  foe  promises 
of  God."  The  second  verse  could 
have  been  written  for  Abram, 
"when  the  howling  storms  of 
doubt  and  fear  assail,  by  the  liv¬ 
ing  word  of  God  I  shall  prevail." 
The  application  is  the  same  for 
us  today.  With  the  preservation 
of  the  scripture,  we  have  no 
excuse  of  not  knowing  foe  living 
word  of  God's  promises. 

Thist  the  Lord's  Word 
Genesis  15:1-6 

God  addresses  Abram's  doubt 
and  fear  in  a  vision.  The  scene 
unfolds  after  Abram  has  rescued 
Lot,  from  foe  battle  with  the  four 
kings.  God  states  two  specifics  — 
shield  and  reward.  With  this 


reminder  God  indicates 
that  He  has  been  Abram's 
shield  and  would  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  while  pointing  to 
"your  exceedingly  great 
reward"  Gen  15:1  KJV.  Abram's 
doubt  creeps  into  focus  as  he 
questions  God  about  being  child¬ 
less  and  Eliezer  his  chief  servant 
possibly  being  his  heir.  As  a  cus¬ 
tom  in  that  day,  a  servant  could 
be  named  as  heir  to  an  estate,  but 
if  a  son  was  bom  the  servant 
could  not  be  disinherited  as  an 
heir.  God  restated  His  promise 
that  "one  ...  bom  from  your  own 
body  shall  be  your  heir'  Genesis 
15:4  NKJV.  Abram  was  instructed 
to  look  up  and  observe  the  vast¬ 
ness  of  the  stars  in  the  heavens.  I 
want  to  think  Abram  was 
amazed  as  he  heard  God  say,  "So 
shall  your  seeds  be"  Genesis  155 
KJV.  The  scripture  states  that 
Abram  believed  in  foe  Lord  and 


Moore 


God  counted  it  as 
righteous.  The  con¬ 
firming  of  belief  and 
trust  indicates  a  grow¬ 
ing  relationship 
between  Abram  and 
God.  Warren  Wiersbe 
suggests  that  verse  six 
is  tne  Old  Testament 
version  of  John  3:16 
stating  belief  in  God.  It 
is  such  a  short  verse 
withprofound  meaning 
of  belief  in  God.  This  verse  is 

So  ted  in  Romans  4:5  as  well  as 
latians  3:6  and  James  25  con¬ 
firming  belief  and  righteousness. 

Thist  the  Lord's  Timing 
Genesis  16:1-3 

Ten  years  is  a  long  time  to 
wail  especially  when  faced  with 
cultural  pressures.  Having  chil¬ 
dren,  namely  a  son,  was  impor¬ 
tant  for  every  married  couple  in 
Abram's  day.  Abram  and  Sarai 
had  been  waiting  on  God's 
promised  offspring  for  years;  "I 
will  make  thee  a  great  nation" 
Genesis  12:2  KJV  This  was 
before  the  trek  through  Canaan, 
the  journey  into  Egypt  the  sepa¬ 
ration  of  Abram  ana  Lot  as  well 


as  the  ten  years  of  being  settled 
in  Canaan.  For  Sarai  foe  timing 
was  due  for  a  son  to  be 
bom.  Although  God's  promise 
was  as  sure  then  as  when  it  was 
made  Sarai,  being  impatient, 
made  a  choice  to  run  ahead  of 
God,  Sarai' s  plan  was  for  Abram 
to  many  her  Egyptian  maid  ser¬ 
vant,  Hagar.  Any  offspring 
would  be  considered  Serai's 
since  Hagar  was  her  servant 
according  to  customs. 

Trust  the  Lord's  Wisdom 
Genesis  17:1-2;  17-19 

"I  am  the  Almighty  God;  walk 
before  me  and  be  thou  perfect" 
Genesis  17:1  KJV  were  God's 
words  to  Abram  as  God  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  a  covenant  with 
him.  The  covenant  to  multiply 
Abram  and  make  him  foe  father 
of  many  nations  was  foe  long 
awaifed  promise  of  God.  Abram 
falls  on  his  face  in  awe  and 
laughs  with  joy  while  pondering 
in  ms  heart  foe  thought  of  a  son 
being  bom  to  him  and  Sarai. 
With  Abram  being  100  and  Sarai 
being  90,  God  had  waited  until 
physical  limitations  had  made  it 
impossible  for  natural  concep¬ 


tion  and  child  bearing  to  take 
place.  God  changes  Abram's 
name  to  Abraham  which  means 
"father  of  multitudes"  to  reflect 
the  promise  of  many  descen- 
dents.  Sarai  also  got  a  new  name 
Sarah  which  means  "princess,"  a 
fitting  name  for  foe  mother  of  foe 
multitudes.  Abraham's  thoughts 
quickly  turn  to  his  13  year  old 
son,  Ishmael  by  Hagar.  God's 
answer  to  that  thought  was  "no." 
A  son  to  be  called  Isaac  would  be 
bom  to  Abraham  and  Sarah  with 
whom  God  would  establish  His 
everlasting  covenant.  God's  plan 
for  Abraham  to  have  many 
descendents  was  coming  to 
fruition  through  Isaac  ana  his 
descendants. 

In  learning  to  trust  God's 
Word,  His  Timing,  and  His 
Wisdom,  our  faith  soars  to  new 
heights.  Warren  Wiersbe  pin- 
points  four  evidences  of  our 
growing  faith  —  willingness  to 
wait  on  God,  concern  for  God 
to  be  glorified,  obedient  to 
God's  Word  and  experiencing 
joy  and  peace  within. 

Moore  is  a  member  of 
Macedonia  Church,  Petal. 
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The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 

. Baptist  Convention. 

lifted  for  publication  in  The 


clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  VUD 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  type-  f 

written,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1 1 -inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on 
standardized  forms  provided  by  the 

newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received  ,  / 

in  writing  no  articles  will  be  accepted 

over  the  telephone.  be  accepted.  Photograph  attachments 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni-  are  permissible, 
cally  to  the  address  below,  and  must  Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
be  contained  in  the  message  segment  the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
of  an  e-mail  form'  Due  to  increasing  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
virus  threats,  no  text  attachments  will  address  and  telephone  number. 


1.  Shubuta  Church,  Clarke 
County,  ordained  Kenneth 
Rush  Tew  to  the  ministry 
Nov.  25.  Tew  is  pursuing  a 
Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Shown  are 
Grady  Crowell  Tew,  and 
pastor  Jim  Harris. 

2.  First  Church,  New  Albany, 
and  Lighthouse  Mission 
recently  held  a  covenant 
signing  service.  Lighthouse 
is  a  church  plant  sponsored 
by  First  Church.  Shown  are 
Lighthouse  pastor  Joe 
Gullick  and  First  Church 
pastor  Rickey  Blythe. 

3.  Bethsaida  Church,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  presented  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Nativity.  Shown  are  par¬ 
ticipants  Matthew  Howell 
Neely  Breazeale,  Aspen 
White,  Jacob  Sistrunk,  Abbi 
Mowdy,  Haley  Morgan,  and 
Jordan  Smith. 


7.  Carterville  Church,  Petal  is 
hosting  Girls  of  Grace  Feb. 
23,  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  The  event 
for  teenage  girls  will  feature 
Point  of  Grace  and  other 
artists  aifd  speakers.  Cost 
$15.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  545-1010. 

8.  Antioch  Church,  Brandon, 

exceeded  their  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  goal  by 
collecting  >4876.56. 

Children  from  the  church 
decorated  a  Christmas  tree 
with  an  ornament  for  each 
contribution  made. 

9.  Silver  Creek  Church, 
McComb,  will  present 
Heaven's  Gates  ana  Hell's 
Flames  Jan.  27,  6  p.m.,  and 
Jan.  28-29,  7  p.m.  For  reser¬ 
vations,  call  (601)  542-0060. 


1.  Tew  ordained  to  ministry,  Shubuta  Church,  Clarke  County 


4.  Cottinghams 


5.  Pine  Burr  Church,  Col¬ 
umbia,  will  dedicate  its 
new  pastorium  Jan.  27. 

'  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  6.  First  Church,  Eupora,  is 

worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  hosting  Freedomland 

by  a  covered  dish  luncheon  Quartet  and  The  Hoppers 
at  noon  and  dedication  at  in  concert  Feb.  8, 6:30  p.m. 
1:30  p.m.  The  pastorium  A  love  offering  will  be 
was  completed  ulbt-free.  received. 


2.  Covenant  with  Lighthouse  Mission,  First  Church,  New  AN»any 


desire  to  serve  as  a  14-year-old  Kamikaze  willing  to 
give  his  life  for  the  Emperor  of  Japan  never  was  ful¬ 
filled  because  of  Japan's  total  surrender  on  August 
15,  1945.  The  emperor  announced  he  gave  up  on 
the  war  "and  we  cried  on  August  18,"  Tashiro 
told  the  Mississippi  College  Staff  Club  at  a 
luncheon  on  the  Clinton  campus  Jan.  16.  Many 
in  the  audience  at  Anderson  Hall  also  shed 
tears  as  the  Wesley  Biblical  Seminary  professor 
spoke  of  die  compelling  stoiy  of  his  decision  in 
Japan  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  the  evening  of 
October  21, 1949. 


>r  of  art  at  deep  water  running  and  liquid  abs  classes  at 

it  a  sculpture  the  MC  pool  in  Alumni  Hall.  All  that  hard  work 

■y  University .  is  paying  off  for  hundreds  of  participants  and, 

nt  Conference  in  the  process,  MC  is  again  getting  national 

attention.  The  Florida-based  United  States 
Water  Fitness  Association  recently  named  MC 
die  nation's  No.  1  college  water  fitness  pro¬ 
gram  for  2007. 

5.  Mississippi  College's  ■■■■K 

Board  of  Trustees  will  have 
new  leadership  with  Roy 
Ward  of  Jackson  serving  as  m;' 

chairman  for  2008.  A  J\v.  4* 

Jackson  resident.  Ward  is  ,,«J44 

the  chairman  emeritus  of  fc'C’rrfk 
Home  LLP  in  the  capital  mj  -jA.*V  ~ jjh 
city.  He  has  other  strong 
MC  ties.  His  son,  Rob  Ward  .  'fi;, 

is  an  MC  graduate  and  psy-  i't. 

chology  professor  on  the 
Clinton  campus.  Ward 

6.  William  Carey  University's  Sdiool  of  Education 
will  host  the  third  annual  Young  Author's 
Celebration  (YAC)  February  1  on  die  Hattiesburg 


1.  Samuel  Gore,  adjun<f*fe 
Mississippi  College, 
demonstration  at  William 
February  12  at  630  in  die 


by  the  South  Mississippi  Art  Association,  the 
demonstration  is  open  to  die  public  free  of  charge. 

The  Storytelling  Institute  of  William  Carey 
University  will  be  held  in  die  Community  Room 
of  Briarfield  Homes  Community  February  1  from 
5p.m.  until  7  p.m.  Sponsored  by  die  WCU  School 
of  Education,  the  Mississippi  Arts  Comm-ission, 
Mississippi  Humanities  Council  Aldersgate 
Mission  and  the  Housing  Authority  of  the  City  of 
Hattiesburg,  the  Storytelling  Institute  will  con¬ 
clude  a  week  of  activities  for  children  of  die 
Aldersgate  and  Briarfield  Homes  Communities. 
For  more  information,  call  (601)  318-6604. 


8.  An  American  political  lumi- 
nary  who  ran  for  the  White 
House,  former  U.S.  Senate 

Majority  Leader  Bob  Dole  KJy-  tfjJpT 

will  be  the  keynote  speaker 

at  Mississippi  College's  li  f V  .. jpg 

scholarship  banquet  March 

31.  For  additional  informa- 

tion  on  the  MC  scholarship  J|| 

banquet,  contact  Amy 

Rowan  at  601-925-3201  or  by 

e-mail  at  rowan9mc.edu.  ^ 

9.  Hardy  Church,  Grenada,  has 

given  scholarships  to  Nika  Diane  Ginn,  at  Blue 
Mountain  College,  and  Jacob  S.  Niblett,  at 
William  Carey  University,  both  of  whom  are  pur¬ 
suing  an  education  toward  Christian  service.  The 
William  R.  Moss  Ministerial  Scholarship  Fund  has 
awarded  41  scholarships  since  its  inception  in  1977. 


7  through 


campus.  Three  hundred  ana  fifty  children,  grades 
first  through  eighth,  from  15  schools  are  expected. 

7.  Once  a  volunteer  ready  to  die  as  a  Kamikaze  pilot 
in  the  final  days  of  World  War  IL  Paul  Tashiro 
recounted  his  youth  in  Japan  and  his  conversion 
later  to  the  Christian  faitn  at  a  tent  meeting.  But  his 


Admission  is  free.  The  gallery  is  open  Monday 
through  Friday  from  1  p.m.  until  4  pm.  or  by 
appointment  by  calling  (601)  318-6528. 

4.  Mississippi  College  athletes,  scores  of  other 
students,  and  folks  in  the  Clinton  community 
are  staying  in  shape  through  water  walking. 
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3.  Christmas  Nativity,  Bethsaida  Church, 

Philadelphia 
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